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RDC presents: Almost, Maine
A Heart-Warming Play in the Cold of Winter Quarter
Jared Gibson
Staff Writer

its scenes. This force that keeps the
characters -- and us -- from achieving

Thursday, January 30th was the

meaningful connection is our shocking

opening night for Rose Drama Club’s

inability to navigate the emotional dis-

(RDC) production of Almost, Maine. The

tance between one another. In some

curtains opened at 7:30 that evening,

scenes, this opposing force dominates,

revealing a scene that would set the tone

and the characters realize that the con-

for the remainder of the play. A couple

nection they wanted is not there. In oth-

huddles next to each other on a park

er scenes, however, we witness the char-

bench under the night sky of Almost,

acters’ triumph, and the play itself ends

Maine, an “almost-town” just south of

on a hopeful note.
The austere setting, compli-

the Canadian border. Bundled up in
heavy winter clothing, Ginette (Julia
Lucas) and Pete (Lucas “Loki” Strain)
struggle to articulate their feelings about
the connection between them, unsure if
the other person feels the same way.
Eventually, Ginette cuts to the chase and
expresses that she enjoys being so very
close to and alone with Pete in the starlit and snow-dusted night. Pete’s anxiety, however, gets the better of him, and
he responds by breaking into a discourse

Lara Peters (as Marvalyn) and Matt Thomas (as Steve) as characters in a comical
and unfortunate laundry room scene of RDC’s newest production: Almost, Maine.
Image Courtesy of Bryan Cantwell

on one theme -- the nature of human

us the impression that they are all con-

connection. Whether it’s exes discussing

nected in some way.

mented the simple scenes, allowing the
audience to focus on the characters and
their conversations. For example, a bar
scene is represented by a small wooden
table, a couple of stools, some empty

what went wrong, a married couple try-

Of course, structuring a play in

ing to rediscover their love for each oth-

beer bottles, and a soundtrack of ambi-

this way has its drawbacks, especially if

er, or friends negotiating the terms of a

ent restaurant chatter. Additionally, all

you are used to traditional storyline

new

works

of the scenes feature the color red, which

structures. Every character’s develop-

through our need for connection in all of

stands out among the lack of stage props

ment arc is left to one scene, and we

its colors.

and feathery white floor, resembling

must familiarize ourselves with a new

snow.

relationship,

the

play

Instead of a complex plotline

set of characters each and every scene.

Occurring in the middle of win-

and scenes full of characters, Almost,

As a result, the play can feel disjointed at

ter quarter, RDC’s production of Almost,

the scene, which ends with Pete alone on

Maine hardly ever includes more than

times. Luckily for the audience, however,

Maine is a heart-warming reminder of our

the bench in the cold winter evening.

two characters (and after their scene is

there are only two people to keep track
of, and most of them want the same

need to connect with the people around

This brief scene, featuring two

over, the characters do not make another

characters furtively exploring their rela-

appearance). Nevertheless, characters

thing. Once you are accustomed to this

tionship (or the lack thereof), prepares

reference one another when talking

rhythm, it’s easier to identify the antago-

the audience for more scenes all centered

about work or other friendships, giving

nistic force that appears in all of

about geometry. Ginette is obviously put
off by his ignoring her affection and exits

us,. The many ways in which the inhabitants of Almost achieve this connection
reflect our own attempts to do the same.
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Mama’s Artisan Pizza
Rose Alum Graduates with a Concentration in Pizza
William Kemp
Editor-In-Chief
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much popularity.

it in the end.” For people like

cessful career, go out and get

Right now, first time cus-

Matthew Fouts, an alumni with
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tomers get a FREE 2 piece bread-

a very successful career working

terested in.” Experience is the

stick and dipping sauce with

in software development for Ru-

best way to learn, and any expe-

purchase and coupon! You can

ral King, the mantra holds true.

rience is a learning experience.

pick up your coupon in the Per-

Matthew graduated from

While working for Rural

copo Classroom while supplies

Rose with a Bachelors in Physics

King, Matthew also occasionally

last. Mama’s Pizza is open Tues-

and later with a Masters in Engi-

helps his parents on weekends to

day through Sunday from 4-9

neering Management.

manage Mama’s Pizza. Previous-

pm, with delivery on weekends

ly

Fouts

only, located at 6325 S. State

very proud parents, he’s always

(Matthew’s father) bought the

Road 46, Terre Haute, IN, 47802.

been very smart with “a sponge

building a few months ago as a

I very highly encourage

The breadsticks are truly mind-

instead of brain matter.” Just be-

birthday present for his wife,

every student and faculty mem

blowing and you won’t find bet-

ing smart isn’t what made Mat-

Mary, also known as Mama.

“Breadsticks
better than
Olive Garden”

ter pizza anywhere else. My rat-

According to Matthew’s

thew

this

successful

Pizza

City,

Mark

though.

Matthew helped get all of

When asked what about Rose

the cash registers and IT stuff

prepared him the most for his

running and got the business off

career he said, “the ability to sit

the ground pretty quick. With

down and get stuff done.” Along

several 5 star reviews and, in my

Garlic butter parmesan breadsticks
from Mama’s Pizza.
Image Courtesy of Mama’sPizzaOnline

ber to try Mama’s amazing pizza.

ing: 5/5 stars, thank you Fouts
family!

*Sponsored by Mama’s Pizza*
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Contact Brett
Gibson Today!
Brett.j.bgibson.com
(812) 237-9123

FOR RENT: 4 Beds, 2.0 Baths / $1,390
•

4.1 acres of land!

•

Master Spa/tub

•

10 minutes from Rose

•

Internet Included

•

Large Living Room

•

DirectTV Included

•

Full Kitchen

•

Lawn Care Included

(812) 894-2088 | mamaspizza.net
6325 S, State Rd 46, Terre Haute, IN 47802

Open Tues—Sun 4pm to 9pm
Online at www.mamaspizza.net
Deliveries Weekends Only
FREE 2 pc breadstick & dipping sauce with purchase for 1st Time Customers
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Trump Proposes Two-State Solution
White House Posts its Plans to Resolve the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict
Jonathan Kawauchi
World News Editor

Since the formation of Israel as a
country more than eight decades ago,
the idea for Israelis and Palestinians
to come to peaceful terms of sharing
their holy land has been a continuously elusive goal for many citizens.
Due to decades of unsuccessful negotiations, hopes for a two-state solution had grown cynical. But if not a
two-state solution, then what would
become of the coveted land? A Jewish state with no cultural or legal
power for any Palestinian people despite centuries of religious significance? A new, unified state where
those distinct cultural roots are surrendered? The difficulty of alternative solutions certainly explains the
length and difficulty of this debate.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has said before that a Palestinian state “would endanger” Israel’s existence. Currently, Israel
controls land along the West Bank
and Netanyahu hopes to officially
extend Israeli sovereignty to Jewish
settlements in the area, of which
there are a mix of about 230 government-approved and unofficial settlements home to 400,000 Israelis along
with an estimated 2.6 million Palestinians.
At least on a surface level, a two
-state solution seems like the best
solution for Israel in order to maintain its identity as a democratic, Jewish state. After all, a one-state solu-

Proposed Partition Plans
Image courtesy of The Washington Post

tion would mean that these one of
these characteristics would come at
the cost of the other, as the demographics of Israel would inevitably turn to a Arab-Muslim majority
due to the surrounding nations,
while enforcing and maintaining a
strong Jewish identity might come at
the cost of its democratic values.
U.S policy for the past few decades had been for a two-state solution, and while in 2017 he had recognized Jerusalem as Israel’s capital
and moved the US embassy to Jerusalem, a move which showed strong
favoritism towards Israel in the conflict, U.S President Donald Trump

has shown interest in brokering a
peace agreement. Many had declared
the two-state solution dead, as U.S
support would be vital to the process.
Last week, President Trump
had released his plan of “Peace to
Prosperity: A Vision to Improve the
Lives of the Palestinian and Israeli
People” on the white house website
(whitehouse.gov/peacetoprosperity).
Many of the details on the site are
vague, leading critics to claim that
it’s a cover for an indefinite delay on
the current one-state status quo. At
the minimum, it continues the U.S
diplomatic stance for a two-state
solution, but indicates no real progress.
Certain details within the twostate plan are bold, but potentially
troubling. The plan calls for the complete demilitarization of the future
Palestine state, instead allowing for
Israel being in charge of security over
both regions. The proposal also allows for Israel to declare sovereignty
over the Jewish settlements along
the occupied West Bank. Before the
proposal was formally released, Palestinian leadership, which severed
diplomatic relations with the U.S
after a series of pro-Israel move, rejected it.
The plan includes a new U.S
embassy opened in “Eastern Jerusalem” for the Palestinian state. Trump
also stated that the plan involved a
detailed territorial map with border
compromises allowed by Israel.

Both the Palestinian Authority and
Hamas were outraged by the proposed U.S solution, which Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas responded to by holding an emergency
meeting with Hamas and labelled is a
“new phase of Palestinian diologue
and joint work”.
Earlier this week, Trump had
met separately with Netanyaho and
Benny Gantz, the leader of Netanyahu’s political opposition, both of
whom approved of Trump’s plan.
To Palestinians, the plan is the
“smack of the century” according to
Abbas, who continued by saying it
was an attempt to “liquidate the Palestinian issue”. Hamas leader Ismael
Haniyeh further iterated on the plan
by claiming that “the new plot
against Palestine is doomed to failure
and Palestine will vanquish the colonizers at the end”.
Trump has stated that the Palestinians “probably won’t want [the
plan] initially,” but “I think in the
end they’re going to want it. So we’ll
see what happens,” he added,
“Without them, we won’t do a deal.
And that’s okay”.
It must be noted that ultimately, this announcement is a good
thing. Even if it is not enacted in its
currently proposed form, a reminder
that the one-state solution is dead
and that a two-state solution is inevitable is an important step to peace.

Contagion: Tracking the Deadly Coronavirus
News Brief on the Potential Pervasive Pandemic
Dara Nafiu
Staff Writer

In another haunting development in the coronavirus story, the
virus claimed the life of a 44-year-old
man in the Philippines last Saturday.
This is the first recorded death outside of China. The Filipino health
secretary confirmed that the patient
seemed relatively stable in the week
leading up to his death. In fact, he
even “showed signs of improvement”
at certain points. However, it took
less than 24 hours for the virus to
completely overwhelm his immune
system. Officials later verified that
the man had been a resident of Wuhan, China, the epicenter of the
deadly virus.
According to CBS News, there
have been over seventeen thousand
cases of the viral infection worldwide, with the vast majority within
Chinese borders. Additionally, all
but one of the 305 deaths have also
been Chinese citizens. This steep
ratio is more than basic epidemiology—China has taken several drastic
measures to attempt to retroactively
curtail the spread of the infection.
Beyond cooperating with the growing list of travel bans from other
countries, the Chinese government
has quarantined at least fifteen cities,
placing almost 50 million citizens on
lockdown. Despite their efforts,
however, coronavirus has spread to

Medical workers transporting a coronavirus patient into an isolation ward in Fuyang, China, on Saturday. Experts fear a coronavirus pandemic, but its severity is uncertain.
Courtesy of Associated Press

at least 23 other countries. Though
the virus naturally spreads quickly
through population-dense countries
like India, there have been cases involving patients that had not even

been to China.
With several confirmed deaths
surfacing across the globe, some
worry that the United States will be
next. The White House released a

statement addressing these concerns,
claiming that “there’s no reason for
Americans to panic.”

You decide what’s newsworthy.
Tuesdays at 5:00pm in O259
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1917 Movie Review
A truly amazing film from the accounts of a WWI Veteran
William Kemp
Editor-in-Chief
Opening on the quiet spring morning of
April 6th, 1917, we meet Lance Corporals William Schofield and Tom Blake being woken
up with urgent orders to see their captain.
After learning the Germans have set a trap for
the second battalion, the duo is sent on a
mission to stop their advance before 1,600
soldiers are lost, one of whom is Blake’s
brother.
The grueling accuracy of trench warfare
depicted by director Sam Mendes was sickening in the best way possible. I went into
the movie theater expecting just another
average war film with some very mildly violent scenes. Instead, the screen was riddled
with horse carcasses, mutilated soldiers, and
very realistic-looking injuries. Gunshots
drowned out all other noises in the theater,
the bass from the bombs shook the very
ground, and I couldn’t look away. As action
packed as some parts were, the minimal use
of music during those times made it seem
much more intense. When all you can hear is
heavy breathing and limping footsteps as
someone approaches a door, gun raised, unsure who stands behind it, it is impossible
not to be on the edge of your seat.
Besides all the dramatic effects seen in
the movie, Sam Mendes managed to make it
look like it was all one continuous shot. Now
it is simply impossible to shoot a two-hour
movie in one take, so the crew cleverly used
lighting tricks between takes. With my very
non-expert eye I could only pinpoint three,
maybe four cuts throughout the film. However, according to ScreenRant, there are 34
total cuts in this movie! For comparison,
Avengers: Endgame had roughly 2,500 to 2,700

shots throughout the film. Mendes says the
longest single continuous shot was 8.5
minutes long with the shortest being 39 seconds.
1917 was nominated for several Academy
Awards and won the Best Motion Picture
Drama at the Golden Globes. Many people
are disappointed that George MacKay, playing Lance Corporal Schofield, didn’t receive a
Best Actor nomination, and I must say I am
too. MacKay made it difficult to remember I
was watching a movie, not a firsthand docu-

not minutes later plunging it into a chest
cavity of a fallen soldier by accident, MacKay’s performance coincided perfectly with
the physical reactions in the audience.
Fun fact about 1917: the story in the film
was inspired by director Sam Mendes’ grandfather’s accounts from World War One. This
event and many more can be found in “The
Autobiography of Alfred H. Mendes 18971991.” In his autobiography, A. Mendes recounts carrying messages through no-man’s
land, similar to the mission carried out in this

Dean-Charles Chapman (left) and George MacKay (right) making their
way through no-man’s land.
Image courtesy of IMDB.com
mentary, in many ways. He made it seem as
through he was truly interacting with the
rugged blood-stained battlefield like any
solider, or human for that matter, would.
From impaling his hand on barbed wire to

film. S. Mendes dedicated this movie to his
grandfather for telling him the stories.
Spoiler Warning
I simply cannot share some of the best
aspects of this film without giving away a

little bit of the story line. For those who want
to experience the brutality of war with a
clean slate, I suggest watching the movie
before reading on.
When I said, “realistic-looking injuries,”
I wasn’t kidding. Several times throughout
the film when soldiers are shot, stabbed, or
otherwise injured and bleeding out, you can
see their faces turn visibly whiter as time
progresses. The reason I find this so interesting is because most war films overlook this
process which makes the film all the more
lifelike.
Towards the end of the film, MacKay’s
character is running over the battlefield while
soldiers are advancing, and bombs are going
off around him. While running, he trips over
two soldiers but gets right back up and keeps
running. What I didn’t know was that this
was a complete accident and not scripted at
all. This is just one more reason why MacKay
should have been nominated for Best Actor.
There is also a scene where there are
several deceased soldiers floating in a river
and there was clearly extra work put in to
make them more bulbous like what would
happen in real life. This is just another gruesome scene that triggered a physical reaction
from the entire audience.
Overall this was an astonishing film and
one of my new favorite movies of all time. It
tells an excellent story combined with the
amazing acting skills of George MacKay,
making it that much better. I highly recommend anyone with the stomach for it to see it
in theaters just for the amplified sound effects.

Toss A Coin To Your Witcher
Or maybe to the developers of the game series
Aidan Moulder
Entertainment Editor
In the modern gaming world, it’s rare to
find a series that just gets better with every
new entry. It's also uncommon for a game to
take inspiration from a little-known Polish
fantasy book series. If I haven’t given it away
with those two bits of information, I’m talking
about The Witcher. Since the excellent Netflix
series released and was subsequently watched
by myself and many other subscribers, I decided to really delve into the series again and actually play every game. This obviously means I
won’t be discussing one particular game, but
the entire series, and comparing each game.
This means I’ll be glazing over some story details and mainly comparing the games on a
mechanical level, lucky for those of you who
haven’t played any of these titles.
Let’s start with The Witcher. I will say
right off the bat that this game has aged poorly.
It’s not unplayable, but it’s extremely boring to
me. The game’s combat doesn’t have nearly the
same style and flow as the later games, and
instead wants to act as a game of reflexes and
rhythm where you click on an enemy to begin
combat, and then time your clicks with the
changing mouse cursor in order to deal more
damage. The only other input the player has is
changing which sword fighting style Geralt of
Rivia uses. Otherwise, the game wants to be
like Star Wars: Knights of the Old Republic,
but it just doesn’t quite reach that potential,
and it further complicates things with a cluttered user interface in the inventory and character screens. I clocked 75 minutes in the game
on Steam before calling it quits and moving on
to the next one.
The Witcher 2: Assassins of Kings is a
huge improvement over its predecessor in just
about every way. Since the developers created
their own game engine for the task, everything
about the game was completely changed or
upgraded significantly. Combat makes you
feel more like you’re an actual witcher: it’s

quick, smooth, challenging, and feels more like
a third-person action game. However there are
some flaws, and like combat, the rest of the
game is far from perfect. Whenever you initiate dialogue with just about any character,
they all draw from a common set of animations, of which there are maybe four total.
Because of this, none of the characters have
any substance other than what their designers
and voice actors can give them. In addition,
playing on a PC can be a bother because the
game is not very well optimized for it. There
are performance issues at times that can make
the game nearly unplayable for a few moments
even on modern hardware, and the user interface still lacks polish. The minimap is extremely hard to use and is not nearly detailed enough
to be usable in most situations. I found myself
constantly using the full map menu to navigate. Other than these glaring issues, The
Witcher 2 is an excellent game with a wellwritten plot, challenging gameplay, and really
unique characters (apart from the animations,
of course). I spent about two full days in this
entry before I completed it, although I focused
mostly on finishing the main questline quickly
so I could move onto the juiciest morsel that
the series has to offer.
That “juiciest morsel” I just mentioned
above is The Witcher 3: Wild Hunt. This entry is absolutely, hands down, the best in the
series. As with many games of late, the developers chose to go with an open-world structure. Despite being several years older than
other incredible open-world titles like The
Legend of Zelda: Breath of the Wild, The
Witcher 3 still holds up well, and you can
explore every last nook and cranny of each
different map to find secrets and easter eggs
hidden throughout the world. Something that
stands out about open-world games is just
how big they are, and The Witcher 3 stands
alone because it simply covers more of the
wild and wonderful world that the franchise
resides in. To make things even sweeter, the
game fixed issues that The Witcher 2 was

plagued with. The user interface is much better, and significantly more friendly for PC players. Something in the second game that annoyed me was how categories of items were
put into this corner of the inventory screen
and you had to scroll through them to find
everything. Now, everything is divided into a
set of tabs, and under each tab is a grid into
which all of your items are organized for easy
access. When it comes to user interfaces, in my
experience, it’s important to present as much
information as possible in a way that doesn’t

ting in more time with just those missions
than with the entire previous game in the series. That should give you a good idea of just
how much more content has been included in
this game as opposed to its older siblings.
To conclude, you should definitely consider playing through the entire Witcher series. It's a genuinely unique medieval fantasy
experience due to the interesting Polish mythology, and each game, despite how poorly
some entries may have aged, has something to
offer gamers in an era of mostly monotonous

Promotional artwork for The Witcher 3 featuring Geralt and Ciri, two
witchers.
Image courtesy of pcgamer.com
seem cumbersome, and I think this design
does that quite well.
The most important thing about The
Witcher 3 is the increased amount of content
as compared to the previous entries. As I stated earlier, I spent about 48 hours playing Assassins of Kings from start to finish. According
to my Steam profile at the time of writing, I’ve
played about 38 hours of The Witcher 3, and
I’ve still not done much in the way of the main
quest. I’ve been focusing on side quests and
exploration, and I’m well on my way to put-

first person shooters and Souls-likes. The
Witcher offers a story-rich experience with
challenging (but rewarding) combat and excellent characters. If gaming isn't your thing, I
encourage you to read the source material, a
book series by the same name written by Andrzej Sapkowski. If you'd rather watch something, the aforementioned Netflix series (also
known by the same name) is an astounding
series with the same good qualities as both the
books and videogames.
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Plastic: An Official Report
A look at one of the world’s most devastating substances

Plastic – a material of everyday life, so abundant in our world
that we barely recognize how much
there truly is. You have to really step
back and look at the big picture to
see just how much our global market
is dependent on plastics. In its best
definition, plastics are synthetic or
organic polymers often produced
using petrochemicals (derived from
oil) and additives. It is a combination
of what we have found in our natural
world and of materials we have made
in the world of our own. Polymers
are long chains of molecules – individual units called monomers – that
span minimal lengths but together
make a huge impact. Depending on
the temperature the monomers are
heated at and the additives input
(flame retardants, dyes, and antioxidants to name a few), the plastic can
vary. Some can result in soft, malleable materials like a plastic grocery
bag, or it can create a harder plastic,
such as a phone case or computer
parts. Products derived from petroleum that are the basis of most plastic
polymers; compounds similar to petrochemicals can also be obtained
from coal, natural gas, and even corn
(though these natural alternatives
are still inefficient). The common
production of plastics begins with
petrochemicals undergoing a
“cracking process” that breaks them
down into the monomers. These
monomers undergo polymerization
where they form resins and are
mixed with the desired additives.
The end goal is to heat, mold, and
cast the plastic for the purpose it
must serve. It is clear that plastic is
more than just water bottles and
bags.

tries like India are seeing a consistent
increase in plastic production every
year. Not to mention, the additives to
plastics make the issue worse. Petroleum, admittedly, isn’t good to just
throw on the ground. But these dyes,
pigments, coatings, and “safety
chemicals” that leach into the air,
despite being a second thought, are
the major problem. During the production reactions of melting monomers and additives together, part of
the process results in releasing parts
of what used to make up the old
monomer or polymer. Waste from
additives are then released into our
atmosphere, leaching into soil and
water sources.
If the plastic is already made,
what happens then? We know that
we can recycle plastic, but the true
amount it does to save the Earth is
surprisingly minimal. Recycling plastic is not as simple and efficient as
people think. Because types of plastic
differ at the molecular level, recyclables must be matched and broken
down with those of similar monomers. Most types of plastic are extremely difficult to recycle and therefore are skipped and go straight to
trash. Mountainous landfills are
spotted across countries like mold
waiting to grow. These piles, just like
our lives, are full of plastic. Nearly
three million tons of plastic are used
worldwide on disposable water bottles each year. And in the U.S., nearly
80% of these single-use containers
fail to make it to the recycling bin.
Plastics are highly non biodegradable, taking anywhere
from fifteen to one thousand years to
decompose in landfills. Styrofoam is
especially dangerous, taking longer
than typical plastic to break down,
and its light weight allows a simple
gust of wind to spread debris.

A seahorse lugging a Q-tip around the sea.
Image courtesy of theverge.com

With the complexity of this
process, it is a wonder how we can
have so much plastic in our world.
However, each year worldwide over
300 million tons of plastic is produced. People know it is hurting our
environment, but we still produce it.
The industry's growth is also phenomenal, where developing coun-

Other than landfills, which
thankfully have a legal duty to be
managed, a vast majority of our trash
also ends up in the ocean. An estimated 7 million tons of plastic end
up in the oceans and seas each year.
And with no governing body over an
ocean, the cleanup process is minimal and mainly performed by small

private organizations. These small
groups don’t have the population’s
support or wide-spread technology
and funding to assist this effort. An
immense gathering of plastic in the
Pacific Ocean, deemed the “Great
Pacific Garbage Patch”, is not necessarily a blanket of trash the size of
Texas (as most people claim). Rather, it is spread out across the entire
Pacific, floating below the surface

shopping bags can decrease the
amount of plastic that ends up in
landfills. It wouldn’t have a worldwide impact, but lessening six million tons a year will reduce litter and
oceanic pollution. On a larger scale,
though, there are national projects
going on to aid this movement. It
isn’t surprising that Europe is the
leader of environmentally friendly
projects. The Netherlands, which has

“An estimated 7 million tons of
plastic end up in the oceans
and seas each year... the cleanup process is minimal and
mainly performed by small private organizations.”
and concentrated where ocean currents meet. It cannot be seen by satellite, but up close the pollution is
extensive. The fact it cannot be seen
unless in the ocean itself is what hinders the clean-up process – out of
sight out of mind. The Atlantic
Ocean isn’t escaping this problem
either, where recently a similar area
of plastic has been discovered. The
amount of plastic within the oceans
is difficult to estimate, with the best
guesses at 8 million tons entering per
year. And with so much plastic in the
ocean, it’s not a surprise that there is
also plastic in the animals. Even if
oceanic plastic is broken down into
smaller pieces, it is still plastic. It will
continue to resist decay and becomes
much easier to be swallowed by
aquatic organisms (close to 24,000
tons per year ingested by fish in some
regions of the Pacific). And it’s in us
too. Additives in plastic water bottles can leak into the water when
heated up on hot days. Any minor
combustion reactions the sun may
cause will release small and sensitive
chemicals, giving that “plasticky”
taste some people describe of old
bottles. Directly it won’t kill you, but
it still isn’t the best idea to ingest
materials like flame retardants. Packaging hot foods in certain Styrofoam
can cause harmful chemicals to leach
into food too. When ingested, chemicals like phthalates and bisphenol A
can cause diabetes, heart or liver disease. Others like styrene are carcinogenic, impacting nursing and reproductive actions as well. It makes one
wonder exactly how much contaminated food they have eaten in their
lifetime.
With plastic so deeply embedded in our world today, it is an
impossible mission to halt all plastic
production at once. However, there
are alternatives. Products that have a
longer life outside of a trash can are
bought and replaced less often; lessening personal use of plastic is the
first step. Simple choices like having
metal water bottles and reusable

high efficiency in recycling, plans to
remove plastic in the ocean and reuse
it to construct plastic roads. This
process would also reduce the
amount of carbon dioxide emitted
when paving with asphalt. The best
part of the project is that they are
taking trash out of the ocean to do it.
It encourages citizens to reuse plastic, and the awareness they show
about ocean waste will educate citizens as they continue the project. In
developing countries, where manufacturing is increasing, plastic bottles
are being reused as an alternative
container to plant tree saplings.
With only a few minor cuts, the bottles were proven effective and more
cost-efficient than traditional nursery equipment (often unavailable to
these countries). It assists the issue
of deforestation, universal industry
growth, and it reuses plastics, all
without harmful melting. It isn’t just
because plastic is man-made means
it’s bad, there have been advances in
our sciences that are leading the way.
Certain bacteria and fungi have been
discovered to degrade the polymers
of plastic, while others have the potential to be genetically engineered
to do the same. While there are still
issues to be resolved using these bacteria and fungi on a widespread scale,
it is a step of improvement.
Overall, plastic is not just
bad news and floating trash, but instead a subject that, after discussion
and awareness, might have a chance.
The compositions of plastics and
their production process isn’t planet
friendly, but that doesn’t mean it isn’t human friendly. Our market depends on this product so much now,
not just for consumer pleasure, as it
has life-saving purposes and has remade how we approach technology.
Of course, though, it is time for the
world to be responsible for what we
produce and not ruin what we have.
There are people out there trying to
improve it, and there can always be
more of them.
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Coming to a Boil
Why you shouldn’t boil vegetables
A.J. Henderson
Staff Writer
Vegetables are a mainstay on
most dinner plates, and for a good
reason, consumption of vegetables is
an important part of a healthy diet.
There are tons of great ways to prepare vegetables: baking them, steaming them or even eating them raw
(my personal favorite for most vegetables). However, as far as I’m concerned, there’s one bad way to prepare them; boiling vegetables. It’s
quite common to boil vegetables, all
you usually need is boiling water and
a few minutes to have the item ready
for serving. Yet I can’t help but hate
almost every boiled form of a vegetable. If boiling a vegetable doesn’t outright ruin the taste of the side then it
will be the worst way to prepare it.
What makes most food great is its
flavor and most vegetables have a
great flavor. So, the last thing I want
to do is to have the flavor be drained
out with the water. When I eat a
carrot, I want to taste the carrot, not
the water the carrot was cooked in.
There’s also no real way to season the
vegetables during cooking if you’re
boiling them, which means that ei-

ther the vegetables will have no seasoning, or the seasoning will be added after cooking which will mean the
seasoning enhances the vegetable to
a far lesser degree. I can’t think of
any vegetable where the best way to

as I’m concerned are best steamed or
straight eaten raw.
On top of tasting worse, boiling
is also generally the least nutritious
way to prepare vegetables. Many
vegetables need to be cooked in some
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prepare it is by boiling. Even potatoes, which are so often boiled, are
better baked or steamed instead.
This is also true for peas, which I see
mostly commonly boiled, but as far

way to break down the cell wall, so
that nutrients can be reached. However, boiling will often wash away
the water-soluble nutrients like vitamin C and B12 from the vegetable.

Most other cooking methods won’t
wash away water-soluble nutrients
because the water doesn’t have direct contact with the inside of the
vegetable. This means that boiling in
general can be healthier than eating
certain vegetables raw, but it will
almost always be healthier to cook
the food in a different way.
Boiling has been a common way
to prepare vegetables for a long time
because its just really easy to do. It’s
not hard to bring a pan of water to a
boil and it can be really difficult to
overcook most vegetables in boiled
water. It doesn’t help that a lot of
vegetables now come in cans, which
causes most people to decide to boil
them. However, it’s also become easy
to prepare vegetables in most other
ways. For me personally I almost
never eat boiled vegetables. In the
worst case I’ll ask for them raw before having them boiled. I wish more
people would come to the same conclusion, as boiled vegetables are really far too common at dinners. Vegetables treat our bodies well, so we
should take the time to treat them
well, too, and prepare them the right
way.

Television in Turmoil
Aidan Moulder
Opinions Editor
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Men’s Basketball
Caleigh Kintner
Sports Editor
Rose-Hulman Institute of
Technology honored its four seniors
prior to the final weekend home
men's basketball game, and one enjoyed a career-high scoring day as
the Engineers defeated Mount St.
Joseph 85-78 on Saturday at Hulbert
Arena.
Eli Combs picked Senior
Day for a career-high scoring performance, finishing with 17 points and
10 rebounds on 7-10 from the
field. Junior Craig McGee became
the 31st player in Rose-Hulman
men's basketball history to cross the
1,000-point mark in a career with 12
points to increase his total to 1,003
points. Seniors John Czarnecki, Michael Lake and David

Saadatnezhadi also contributed to
t h eir f ina l weeken d home
game. Czarnecki had six points and
five rebounds; Lake had five points
and three assists; and Saadantezhadi
tallied five points and two assists.
The balanced performance
featured 13 players reaching the
s c o r i ng c o lu m n f o r R o s e Hulman. Vuk Djuric tallied nine
points and three rebounds;
and Jacob Back and Terry Hicks had
eight points each to help the offensive attack.
Rose-Hulman jumped out
early with a 21-6 lead after a layup
by Djuric and a three-pointer by
McGee. The lead reached 20 points
late in the half, after McGee scored
on a layup to cross the 1,000-point
mark and Hicks buried a threepointer.
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In the second half, Rose-Hulman
built the lead as high as 18 points at
73-55 with 5:49 left after a threepoint play by Combs. Mount St.
Joseph reached single digits in the
final seconds, but the Fightin' Engineers held on for the win.
Rose-Hulman improved to

Track & Field

Women’s Basketball
Caleigh Kintner
Sports Editor

Caleigh Kintner
Sports Editor

Before today's contest, the
Engineers took the time to recognize t hei r se nio r Ha nna h
Woody. Woody was accompanied
by her family as she received her
senior day poster and flowers from
her teammates. She is an
electrical engineering major from
Cincinnati, Ohio and has enjoyed a
very successful career with the Engineers. She was part of the 2017
and 2018 HCAC regular season
and tournament championship
teams, and has also appeared in two
NCAA Division III Tournaments as
a member of the women's basketball program.
The Engineers finished the
game with three players in double
figures. Rose Burnham was the
team's leading scorer with 12
points, and also led the team with 11
rebounds. Woody and Nola Wilson were able to total 11 points each
in the contest. Nosa
Igiehon and Jordan Barlow were
also able to contribute offensively
with nine points each.
The game proved to be a
hard fought battle between the two
teams. After multiple lead changes,
the Lions would stand ahead after
the first quarter with the score at 16

Rose-Hulman Institute of
Technology won the women's team
title at the 2020 Engineer Track and
Field Invitational, while the men
had a strong second-place performance on Friday night at the Sports
and Recreation Center.
The women outdistanced a
field of nine teams with 110
points. Kentucky Wesleyan finished second with 96, and Campbellsville was third with 60 points
to lead the team scoring.
On the men's side, Wabash
won the meet with 132 points and
Rose-Hulman was second with
94. Kentucky Wesleyan came in
third among 10 teams at the meet.
Both the women's and men's teams
had four wins on the evening. Individual women's winners included Claire Perkins in the pole
vault; Christina Rogers in the 400;
and Mary-Helen Shomba in the 60hurdles. The 4-x-200 meter relay
team of Shomba, Katrina
Agustin, Emily Peterson and Rogers
also won.
The men were led
by Nathan Schrader with a sweep of
the shot put and weight
throw. Cameron Prisby also won
the pole vault with a personal best
15' 1 3/4", and Kristian Zadlo won
the 400-meter dash in 51.78 sec.
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-13. The Lions would open the second quarter with a 7-0 run to establish a 23-15 lead over RoseHulman. The Engineers would trail
32-26 at the half.
Rose-Hulman looked to
fight their way back into the contest coming out of the locker
room. Kahlan Jester would drain
two three-point shots back to back
followed by another three-pointer
from Woody to bring the Engineers
within four points with 5:12 remaining in the third quarter.
The Mt. St. Joseph Lions
would hold off the Engineers to
pick up the win with a final of 7762. Maddie Haberthy had a gamehigh 30 points to help the Lions
earn the victory.
Rose-Hulman will look
ahead to host Anderson University
on Wednesday, 2/5 at 7:30 pm

10-9 and 7-5 in HCAC play, while
Mount St. Joseph dropped to 4-15
and 2-10 in league games. The
Fightin' Engineers travel to Anderson University in Heartland Collegiate Athletic Conference action on
Wednesday night.
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Both teams also had two
runner-up performances on Friday
night. Shomba was second in the
200 and the 4-x-400 team of Peterson, Clare Bruns, Lois
Cheatham and Rogers recorded a
time of 4:18.73 for the women's runner-up efforts. Dawson Allen was
second in the 60 meter hurdles
and Kyle Brownell came home second in the high jump for the men.
Third-place women's performers
included Agustin in the 60 meters; Kaia Johnson in the 3000 meters; Sydney Larson in the triple
jump; Dara Smith in both the 400
meters and high jump; and Cassie
Utley in the shot put. Both the
men's 4-x-200 and 4-x-400 relay
teams were third, along with Zadlo
in the pole vault.
Rose-Hulman returns to
action with meets at DePauw next
Friday and Illinois Wesleyan next
Saturday.

Men’s

Women’s

Swimming

Basketball

Basketball

& Diving

February 5: @ Anderson

February 5: vs. Anderson

February 13: HCAC Championship

February 8: @ Transylvania

February 8: @ Transylvania

February 14: HCAC Championship

February 12: vs. Franklin

February 12: @ Franklin

February 15: HCAC Championship

February 15: @ Defiance

February 15: @ Defiance

February 19: @ Earlham

February 19: vs Earlham

Flipside

Flipside
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TOP TEN

WACKY PROF QUOTES
“As you know, Math Professors are the source of all
evil in this world”
-Dr. Christ
“Advil is the best painkiller, Oxycontin and all that
crap…”
- Dr. Butske

Alternative Mascots for Rose
Hulman Institute of Technology
  Bo b the Bui ld er
  Ro d n ey th e E n gin eer

“Don’t blame me! Blame God! Or whoever invented
Physics.”
-Dr. Danesh

  P a t the po li tic a lly c o rrec t a n d et h n i c a l l y a m bigu o u s
s c ien c e pe rs o n

“So many people insist on talking to me when I’m in
my office. So rude, right? Cuts into pretzel time.”
- Dr. Eichholz

  Ro b by Ra c o o n s

  D a n n y the d o lphi n th a t tra v ers es l a n d a n d a l s o d o es
en gin ee rin g a ll in o n e

  Sa fety J im

  Cha un c ey Ros e ri d in g Ros i e th e wa r el e pha n t

“Is that about ten seconds loud?”
- Dr. Bryan
“I’ll do whatever Dr. Chiu tells me to do”
- Dr. Brackin

  The G r ee k Le tte r: π
  Co n a n the Ba rba r i a n rid in g Ch a u n c e y Ro s e r id in g
Ro s ie the wa r ele p h a n t
   The F ly in g Spa g h etti M o n s te r
   The A r is to ta ls

“I was in Thailand listening to Britney Spears. It was
the worst possible thing that could have happened to    P ub s a fe r id in g C o n a n th e Ba r ba ria n rid in g
Cha un c ey Ro s e rid in g Ro s ie t h e w a r el ep h a n t
me”
-Dr. Butske
   VODKA
   Tra in M a n

Did your prof say something hilarious or just great out of
context? Did you hear something confusing or funny on    D r. M o lo n ey “M a g ic M ik e” r id in g P u b Sa fe rid in g
Co n a n the Ba rba ri a n rid in g Ch a u n c e y Ro s e r id in g
your jaunt about the fine halls of this institution? We
Ro s ie the wa r ele p h a n t
want to hear about it! Send your quotes with who said it
to suppmg@rose-hulman.edu or fill out this nifty google    THE Te rr e Ha ut e Lo c o m o tiv es
form: https://goo.gl/forms/bB339sx6GHohggYt1
   The “R eply A ll” b u tto n s

Rose Thorn Editor-In-Chief
Removed From Office

   The D is tin guis he d D r. Thom rid in g D r. Mol on ey
“M a gic M i ke ” rid i n g P u b Sa f e rid in g Co n a n th e
Ba rba ria n r id in g C h a u n c ey Ro s e r id i n g Ro s i e th e
wa r ele pha n t

Aidanonymous Mouldontknowme

   The d ea d - in s id e B i o m a th em a tic a l s tu d en t w h o j u s t
wa n ts to s lee p

In a shocking sequence of events during the Rose Thorn
   The Ro s e H ulm a n F igh tin g P o l y tec h n ic E n gin eer
Editors' Meeting on Sunday, January 19th, the editors and
staff writers of the independent newspaper initiated the
impeachment process against the Editor-In-Chief, Dalal
Bima. Within minutes, Articles of Impeachment citing Bima's
"continued suppression of free will and free speech, as well as
her persistence in spreading false information to the students “Communism is a Hawaiian shirt made of ladybugs”
and faculty of Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology" had been
drafted. Jared Gibson, former Entertainment page editor, was -Percopo 3 resident
tapped earlier in January by the organization's advisor to lead
an inquiry into suspected misconduct. "My team found
undeniable evidence that Editor-In-Chief Bima was changing
articles to misinform the student body–especially on the
Opinions page," he said. "Some pieces were almost completely
What does one Rose student say to another Rose
unrecognizable."

Joke of the Week:

Trial proceedings concluded on Tuesday, January 21st
with the removal of Dalal Bima from her position of power.
William Kemp, the Thorn's Business Manager, replaced her,
with promises to put the Rose Thorn back on the right track
toward good, quality journalism. Aidan Moulder, the
Opinions editor, stated that he couldn't believe this had
happened, and that his page had been tampered with so
profoundly. "This whole fiasco has set a precedent for future
Editors-In-Chief, and has likely permanently altered the
delicate balance of power within the organization," he stated.

student?

I wouldn’t know, I’m too busy planning crimes
that would get me enough money to pay off my
student loan debt.

Because this is the winter quarter and because
winter quarter is difficult as poop, please enjoy
this fabulous looking puppy

Following her removal from office, it was found that
Bima was guilty of much more than was originally believed.
Evidence of fraudulent elections benefitting Bima's
predecessor, Evelyne Maquelin, was found and linked back to
Bima.
In the days following her removal, former Editor -InChief Bima tweeted out, saying, "What? Nowhere in our shell
of a constitution does it say I can be impeached! This entire
Impeachment Hoax was nothing but a move by the Editors to
secure more power! Disgusting!" Only time will tell if the
renowned paper can pull through this difficult transition.
DISCLAIMER: Anything that you see on this page, the Flipside, can be taken to be false information, with exception to the Wacky Prof an d Heard
‘Round Campus. Anything that is not attributed to a specific author can be assumed to be written by me, Matthew Supp. If you have any questions,
comment, or content, do not hesitate to reach out to Matthew Supp, the Flipside Editor, at <suppmg@rose -hulman.edu>
Thank you for reading!

